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For years I was a “Panster,” someone who winged their stories by
the seat of their pants. Invariably I ran out of steam and the stories
were never finished. Then I did a couple of courses on plotting and I
swear, I nearly lost the will to live! 

I’m not great at following rules. 

So, what I did was, I took the bits I liked and I married them up with
my old panster ways and I found a way that worked. I use a huge
sheet of paper and mindmap my stories. 

It works for me.

I don’t want this book to be a ‘bright, shiny, thing’. I’ve tried to make
it as helpful as possible so you can see how you can navigate a
month of writing 50,000 words, while actually writing something you
won’t hate at the end of it. You probably will though but that’s okay
because as Anne Lamont says, All first drafts are shitty! 

Focus on setting achievable goals, plan your writing schedule so you
write at least 1,667 words per day , and don’t worry yet about
developing compelling characters. That’ll be for the second or third
draft.  There’s practical advice on crafting a solid plot, world-
building, and maintaining productivity. Overcome writer's block and
connect with supportive writing communities - writing sprints will
erase the writer’s block.

Go forth with confidence and enjoy being part of the 50k Writing
Sprint.



HTTPS : / /WR ITERSPEN .CO

I’ve attempted a 50k Writing Sprint eight times since 2010 and ‘won’
twice! I love the build up to it, the sense of camaraderie with other
writers, even the despair when you know you’re not going to finish.

But then, the elation when you WIN! 

If you’ve won a 50k Writing Sprint, I’d love to know if you’ve gone
further with your manuscript. Have you got further than the first

draft? Have you published it? I published ONE. But I’ve also
published lots of other books, fiction, non-fiction and low-content
books. Those books are journals, notebooks, and colouring books

etc. 

At one time I had over 100 publications on Amazon, but I’ve since
taken a lot down. Limiting yourself to a certain period in time for

the journals is not a great idea. The best bit of all that though was
that I’ve become a bit of an expert in all things self-publishing, and

I’d love to help other writers who’ve written 50,000 words in a
month  get their books published this year, and every year from

now on! 
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Norah Deay

https://www.writerspen.co/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0B53TZ8NC
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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to "The 50k Writing Sprint Success Kit: From First Draft to
Published Author"! If you’re reading this, you’re likely one of the
hundreds of thousands of writers who embark on the exhilarating
journey of a 50k Writing Sprint. Each November, writers from around
the globe commit to the ambitious goal of writing 50,000 words in just
30 days. It’s a whirlwind of creativity, discipline, and, let’s face it, a little
bit of madness. But the thrill of completing a manuscript is
incomparable, and I’m here to help you take that success even further.

A 50k Writing Sprint is an incredible opportunity to kickstart your
writing dreams, but it’s just the beginning. Drafting a novel in a month
is a remarkable achievement, but what happens after November?
How do you transform those 50,000 words into a polished, published
book that readers can’t wait to get their hands on? That’s where this
Success Kit comes in.

I’ve self-published over 100 books on Amazon, Draft2Digital and my
own website. They haven’t made me loadsa money but each month I
get emails with a subject line that says “KDP Royalty Payment
Notification.” I don’t think I’ll ever get used to that!

In this guide, I walk you through every step of the journey from a
rough 50k word draft to a professionally published book. Whether
you’re a first-time novelist or a seasoned writer, you’ll find valuable
insights and practical tips to help you navigate the complex world of
writing, publishing, and book promotion.



WHAT TO EXPECT
Here’s a sneak peak: 

1. Checklist for 50k Writing Sprint Preparation: We’ll start with the essentials,
offering a detailed checklist to ensure you’re fully prepared for the 50k Writing
Sprint challenge. From outlining your story to setting up a writing schedule, I’ve
got you covered.

2. Editing and Revision Guide: Once the frenzy of your 50k Writing Sprint is over,
it’s time to dive into the crucial task of editing. I provide a step-by-step guide to
self-editing, tips on finding the right editor, and strategies to transform your
manuscript into a polished gem.

3. Publishing Pathways: Explore the different avenues for publishing your book.
We’ll compare self-publishing and traditional publishing, highlighting the pros
and cons of each, and help you decide which path is right for you.

4. Formatting Tips: Learn the best practices for formatting your manuscript for
both eBook and print publication. I share tools and resources to make this
process as smooth as possible.

5. Cover Design Essentials: Your book cover is the first thing potential readers will
see. I’ll provide tips on creating a professional and eye-catching cover, whether
you’re hiring a designer or doing it yourself.

6. Building Your Author Platform: In today’s digital age, having a strong online
presence is crucial. I’ll guide you through setting up your author website, blog,
and social media profiles to start building your audience.

7. Book Launch Plan: A successful book launch can make all the difference. I’ll
give you a detailed timeline and checklist for planning and executing a launch
that will get your book noticed.

8. Bonus Resources: I include templates for book outlines, editing checklists, and
book launch plans, plus access to a private Facebook group or online community
for additional support.
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WHY 50K WRITING SPRINT?

A 50k Writing Sprint encourages writers to silence their inner critics,
to push past the barriers of self-doubt, and to embrace the creative
process. The sense of community and support during a 50k Writing
Sprint is unparalleled. Participants cheer each other on, share tips
and advice, and celebrate each other’s victories, big and small. By
participating in a 50k Writing Sprint, you’re joining a global network
of writers who understand the highs and lows of the writing
journey.

But beyond the camaraderie and the thrill of hitting that 50,000-
word mark, a 50k Writing Sprint offers a unique opportunity to
develop a consistent writing habit. Writing a novel in a month
requires discipline and commitment. It teaches you to prioritise
your writing, carve out time in your busy schedule, and push
through even when the words aren’t flowing as easily as you’d like.
These are invaluable skills that will serve you well beyond
November.

FROM FIRST DRAFT TO
BESTSELLER

Completing 50k Writing Sprint is an incredible accomplishment, but
it’s just the first step in the journey of becoming a published author.
I’ve designed this Success Kit to help you take those next steps with
confidence and clarity. We’ll break down the often-daunting process
of editing, publishing, and promoting your book into manageable,
actionable tasks. By following the guidance in this kit, you’ll be well
on your way to turning your 50k Writing Sprint manuscript into a
book that readers will love.
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Participating in a 50k Writing Sprint requires more than just the
desire to write a novel. It demands preparation, strategy, and a
clear plan to make the most of the 30 days. This chapter provides a
detailed checklist to ensure you're fully prepared to dive into the
Writing Sprint with confidence and excitement.

CHAPTER 1: CHECKLIST FOR
50K WRITING SPRINT

PREPARATION
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1. Setting Your Goals
Before the clock strikes midnight on November 1st, take some time
to set your goals. Understand what you want to achieve during the
50k Writing Sprint. Is it simply to write 50,000 words? Or do you have
a specific project in mind? Setting clear, attainable goals will keep you
focused and motivated throughout the month. You will need to write
a minimum of 1,667 words every day.

2. Outlining Your Story
Outlining is a crucial step that can save you from the dreaded writer’s
block halfway through the month. Even if you’re a pantser (someone
who writes by the seat of their pants), having a loose outline can
provide a roadmap to guide you. Break down your story into three
acts, map out key plot points, and get to know your characters. This
doesn’t have to be overly detailed, but a basic structure will keep you
on track (I use a large sheet of paper and draw mind maps).

3. Creating a Writing Schedule
One of the biggest challenges of a 50k Writing Sprint is finding the
time to write. Look at your calendar for November and block out
dedicated writing time each day. Whether it’s an hour in the morning,
during your lunch break, or late at night, make writing a non-
negotiable part of your daily routine. Aim for a consistent word count
goal each day—1,667 words is the average daily target to reach
50,000 words by the end of the month. Take part in organised writing
sprints or create your own.

4. Setting Up Your Writing Environment
Your writing environment can influence your productivity. Set up a
space that’s free from distractions and conducive to creativity. Gather
all your writing tools—laptop, notebooks, pens, and any other
materials you need. Consider using noise-cancelling headphones and
creating a playlist of music that inspires you. Make your writing space
a sanctuary where you can immerse yourself in your story.
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5. Joining 50k Writing Sprint Communities
One of the most valuable aspects of taking part in a 50k Writing
Sprint is the sense of community. You can participate in groups on
Discord/Reddit/Telegram and local writing groups. Engage with other
writers on social media using the #50k Writing Sprint hashtag.
Sharing your progress, challenges, and victories with others can
provide motivation and accountability. You’re not alone in this
journey—embrace the camaraderie and support of the 50k Writing
Sprint community. 

6. Preparing for Challenges
A 50k Writing Sprint is a marathon, not a sprint. There will be days
when the words flow effortlessly, and there will be days when every
sentence feels like a struggle. Anticipate these challenges and have a
plan for dealing with them. Keep a list of writing prompts and
exercises handy to spark creativity. Don’t be afraid to take breaks and
step away from your manuscript if you’re feeling stuck. The
important thing is to keep moving forward, even if it’s just a few
words at a time. If you can, try to get extra writing done at the
beginning when your adrenalin is high from the excitement of
starting. This word cushion can be the difference between finishing
and not finishing on the 30th!

7. Stocking Up on Supplies
Prepare for the month-long writing marathon by stocking up on
supplies. This includes not only writing materials but also snacks,
beverages, and anything else that will keep you fuelled and focused.
Consider healthy snacks that provide sustained energy, and stay
hydrated to keep your mind sharp.

8. Setting Realistic Expectations
Finally, set realistic expectations for yourself. Writing 50,000 words in
a month is a huge accomplishment, but it’s okay if you don’t hit that
target. The goal of a 50k Writing Sprint is to kickstart your writing
journey and develop a consistent writing habit. Celebrate your
progress, no matter how small, and remember that every word
written is a step closer to your goal.



Once the exhilarating rush of the 50k Writing Sprint ends, the real work
begins, editing and revising your manuscript. Here’s a step-by-step guide to

help you through this crucial phase: 

CHAPTER 2: EDITING 
AND REVISION
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1. Take a Break
Once you’ve finished your book you might start thinking
immediately about publishing. Please don’t. Firstly, give yourself
some distance from your manuscript. A break of at least a couple of
weeks allows you to return to your work with fresh eyes and a clear
mind. This period helps you detach emotionally from your writing,
making it easier to find areas that need improvement.

2. First Read-Through
Your first read-through should focus on gaining a holistic
understanding of your manuscript. Read your entire manuscript
without making any changes. Take notes on your initial impressions,
plot inconsistencies, character development issues, and any other
aspects that stand out. Pay attention to your pacing, structure, and
whether your story holds the reader’s interest from beginning to
end.

3. Structural Edits
Structural editing, also known as developmental editing,
involves looking at the big picture. This stage focuses on the
overall structure of your story, including plot, pacing, and
character arcs. Ask yourself the following questions:
Does your story have a clear beginning, middle, and end?
Are the stakes high enough to keep readers engaged?
Are there any plot holes or inconsistencies?
Do your characters have clear motivations and development
throughout the story?

Consider using tools like story grids or scene cards to map out your
story’s structure visually. This can help you see the weak points and
areas that need restructuring.

https://storygrid.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4F1G8aI501g&ab_channel=AbbieEmmons
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4. Character Development
Characters are the heart of any story. Ensure that your characters
are well-developed and their actions are consistent with their
motivations. Each character should have a unique voice and
purpose in the story. Consider the following:

Are your protagonists and antagonists well-rounded and
believable?
Do your characters grow and change over the course of the
story?
Are their motivations clear and compelling?

Make sure your characters are relatable and evoke empathy from
your readers. If a character feels flat or underdeveloped, spend
time fleshing out their backstory and motivations. I love to write
ABOUT my story as if I’m telling it to someone. This way, you can
include the backstory and later on you might be able to use it as a
lead magnet or on social media to market your book. 

5. Pacing and Flow
Pacing is crucial to maintaining reader interest. Ensure that your
story moves at an appropriate pace, with a balance of action,
dialogue, and narrative. Consider the following:

Are there any sections that drag or feel rushed?
Do you have a good mix of scenes that vary in intensity?
Are your transitions between scenes smooth and logical?

Adjust the pacing to ensure that your story keeps readers engaged
from start to finish. This may involve cutting unnecessary scenes
(don’t delete them, you can save them for another purpose),
expanding on important moments, or reordering events for better
flow.



-8-

6. Dialogue
Dialogue should be natural and serve to advance the plot or
develop characters. During your revision, pay close attention to the
following:

Does each character have a distinct voice?
Is your dialogue realistic and engaging?
Are there any instances of “talking heads” where the dialogue
feels detached from the action?

Ensure that your dialogue is concise and impactful, avoiding
unnecessary filler. Read your dialogue aloud to catch any awkward
phrasing or inconsistencies. Actually, read the manuscript aloud
every chance you get - this is where you’ll find the stumbles
and clunky writing. 

7. Line Edits
Line editing focuses on the language and style of your writing. This
stage involves refining your prose, improving clarity, and ensuring
consistency in tone and style. Consider the following:

Are your sentences clear and concise?
Have you varied your sentence structure to maintain reader
interest?
Are there any repetitive phrases or words?

Eliminate passive voice where possible (it isn’t necessary to delete it
all) and ensure that your writing is vivid and engaging. This stage is
also an opportunity to polish your descriptions and imagery, making
your story more immersive.
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8. Grammar and Punctuation
The final stage of editing involves checking for grammar,
punctuation, and spelling errors. While you can do this
concurrently with line editing, a separate proofread focusing solely
on these elements ensures thoroughness. Consider the following:

Are there any typos or misspellings?
Have you used punctuation correctly?
Is your manuscript formatted consistently?

Tools like Grammarly or ProWritingAid can be helpful for identifying
errors, but a manual check is essential for catching nuances that
software might miss. This is another time to read aloud.

9. Beta Readers
Once you’ve completed your revisions, it’s time to gather feedback
from beta readers. Beta readers are people who read your
manuscript and provide constructive feedback from a reader’s
perspective. They can help identify issues you might have missed
and offer insights on how your story resonates with your target
audience. Choose beta readers who are familiar with your genre
and who can provide honest, constructive criticism. You can find
Beta readers on Goodreads, Absolute Write Water Cooler or
Facebook groups. 
Provide your beta readers with specific questions or areas of focus,
such as:

Were there any parts of the story that were confusing or
unclear?
Did the pacing feel consistent throughout the book?
Were the characters relatable and well-developed?
Did the dialogue feel natural?

Take note of recurring feedback and consider adjusting based on
their insights.

https://www.grammarly.com/
https://prowritingaid.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/
https://absolutewrite.com/forums/index.php?forums/beta-readers-mentors-and-writing-buddies.30/
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10. Professional Editing
After incorporating feedback from beta readers, you might still want
to consider a professional edit. A professional editor brings a fresh
perspective and expertise to your manuscript, helping you refine it
further. Types of professional editing services, include:

Developmental Editing: Focuses on the structure and content of
your story.
Line Editing: Concentrates on language, style, and readability.
Copy Editing: Addresses grammar, punctuation, and
consistency.
Proofreading: The final check for any remaining errors.

Investing in professional editing can significantly elevate the quality
of your manuscript, making it more polished and ready for
publication. 

11. Final Read-Through
Before you consider your manuscript ready for publication, do a
final read-through. This is your last chance to catch any remaining
errors or make final tweaks. Read your manuscript in a different
format, such as printing it out or reading it on an e-reader, to see it
from a fresh perspective. Reading it backwards is also an unusual
but effective way to catch errors.

Editing and revising your manuscript is a rigorous process, but it’s
essential for producing a high-quality book. I heard that agents
often call December NaNoSHREDMo. This is why each stage of
editing brings you closer to a polished, professional manuscript that
readers will enjoy. With careful attention to detail and a
commitment to improving your work, you’ll transform your 50k
Writing Sprint draft into a book you can be proud of.
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The path to publishing your book can seem daunting, with several
options available. In this chapter, we’ll explore the various
publishing pathways, from traditional publishing to self-publishing,
and help you decide which route is best for your book.

CHAPTER 3: PUBLISHING
PATHWAYS
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1. Traditional Publishing

Traditional publishing involves securing a contract with a publishing
house that will handle the production, distribution, and marketing of
your book. Here are the key steps involved:

Querying Agents: Most traditional publishers require
submissions to come through a literary agent. Research agents
who represent your genre and submit a query letter, synopsis,
and sample chapters. This process can be competitive and time-
consuming.

Submitting to Publishers: If you secure an agent, they will
submit your manuscript to publishers on your behalf. The
publisher may request revisions before offering a contract.

Contract and Advances: If a publisher offers you a contract, it
will include details about advances (upfront payment against
future royalties), royalties, and rights. Advances can vary widely
depending on the publisher and the book’s potential.

Editing and Production: Once under contract, your manuscript
will undergo several rounds of editing. The publisher will also
handle cover design, formatting, and printing.

Marketing and Distribution: Publishers have established
distribution channels and marketing teams. They will help
promote your book and get it into bookstores, libraries, and
online retailers.
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Pros of Traditional Publishing:

Professional Editing and Design: Your book will benefit from
professional editing, cover design, and production.
Distribution: Access to a wide distribution network, including
brick-and-mortar bookstores.
Marketing Support: Publishers have marketing resources to help
promote your book.

Cons of Traditional Publishing:

Competitive: Securing an agent and a publishing contract can be
highly competitive.
Less Control: You may have less control over your book’s final
content, cover, and marketing strategy.
Long Timeline: The process from submission to publication can
take several years.
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2. Self-Publishing

Self-publishing allows you to take control of the entire publishing
process, from writing and editing to distribution and marketing.
Here’s how to navigate self-publishing:

Editing and Proofreading: Ensure you have a polished
manuscript by hiring professional editors and proof-readers. This
step is crucial for producing a high-quality book.

Formatting: Format your manuscript for eBook and print. Use
tools like Vellum, Scrivener, or Draft2Digital for formatting. Ensure
your book meets the requirements of various platforms.

Cover Design: Invest in a professional cover designer to create an
eye-catching cover. Your cover is the first thing potential readers
will see, so it needs to be compelling.

Publishing Platforms: Choose where to publish your book.
Popular platforms include Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing (KDP),
Draft2Digital, and IngramSpark. Each platform has its own
requirements and distribution networks.

Marketing and Promotion: Develop a marketing plan to
promote your book. Offer excerpts or first chapters in exchange
for email addresses. Utilise social media, email marketing, book
bloggers, and online ads. Consider organising a virtual book
launch or blog tour.

https://vellum.pub/
https://www.literatureandlatte.com/scrivener/overview
https://draft2digital.com/
https://kdp.amazon.com/
https://draft2digital.com/
https://www.ingramspark.com/
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Pros of Self-Publishing:
Creative Control: You have full control over your book’s content,
cover design, and marketing strategy.
Higher Royalties: Self-published authors can earn higher royalties
per sale compared to traditional publishing.
Faster Time to Market: You can publish your book much faster
than through traditional publishing.

Cons of Self-Publishing:
Upfront Costs: You’ll need to invest in editing, cover design, and
marketing.
Limited Distribution: Getting your book into brick-and-mortar
stores can be challenging.
Marketing Responsibility: You’re responsible for all marketing
efforts, which can be time-consuming and require a steep learning
curve.

3. Hybrid Publishing
Hybrid publishing combines elements of both traditional and self-
publishing. In this model, you pay a publishing company to handle
aspects of the publishing process, such as editing, cover design, and
distribution, while retaining more control and higher royalties than
traditional publishing.

Pros of Hybrid Publishing:

Professional Services: Access to professional editing, design, and
marketing services.
More Control: Greater control over your book’s content and
marketing compared to traditional publishing.
Faster Timeline: Generally faster publication timeline than
traditional publishing.
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Cons of Hybrid Publishing:
Upfront Costs: Requires a financial investment for the
publisher’s services.
Varying Quality: Quality of services can vary widely between
hybrid publishers, so research is essential.
Potential Stigma: Some view hybrid publishing as less
prestigious than traditional publishing.

4. Choosing the Right Path
Deciding which publishing path to take depends on your goals,
resources, and preferences. Consider the following factors:

Control: How much control do you want over the publishing
process? Self-publishing offers the most control, while
traditional publishing offers the least.
Budget: What is your budget for publishing your book?
Traditional publishing typically has no upfront costs, but self-
publishing and hybrid publishing require financial investment.
Timeline: How quickly do you want your book to be published?
Self-publishing is the fastest, while traditional publishing can
take years.
Distribution: How important is it to you to have your book in
physical bookstores? Traditional publishing offers the best
access to brick-and-mortar stores.
Marketing: Are you prepared to handle all marketing efforts, or
do you want professional support? Traditional publishing offers
marketing support, but self-publishing requires you to take the
lead.

Each publishing path has its own advantages and challenges.
Carefully weigh your options and choose the one that aligns best
with your goals and resources. By understanding the different
pathways, you can make an informed decision and set yourself up
for success in your publishing journey.
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Formatting your manuscript correctly is a crucial step in the
publishing process. Proper formatting ensures that your book looks
professional and is easy to read on any device or in print. This
chapter will guide you through the essential elements of formatting
your manuscript for both eBook and print versions.

CHAPTER 4: FORMATTING
YOUR MANUSCRIPT
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1. Understanding Formatting Requirements
Different publishing platforms have specific formatting requirements.
Before you begin, familiarize yourself with the guidelines provided by
your chosen platform(s).  Each platform has detailed instructions on how
to format your manuscript for eBook and print.

Key Points to Consider:

File Formats: Most platforms accept files in DOC, DOCX, or EPUB
formats for eBooks and PDF for print books.
Margins and Spacing: Standard margins are typically one inch on all
sides. Line spacing is usually set to double for manuscripts.
Font and Size: Use a readable font like Times New Roman, Arial, or
Garamond in a 12-point size.
Page Numbers: For print books, include page numbers in the footer.
Headers and Footers: These are optional for eBooks but required
for print versions.

2. Formatting for eBooks
Formatting an eBook involves ensuring that your text flows well on
various screen sizes and devices. Here are the steps to follow:

Use Styles for Consistency
Headings: Use heading styles (Heading 1, Heading 2, etc.) for chapter
titles and sections. This helps create a table of contents and
maintains consistency.
Body Text: Use the Normal style for your main text. Avoid manual
formatting like extra spaces or tabs.
Insert Page Breaks: Use page breaks (not section breaks) to
separate chapters. This ensures each chapter starts on a new page
on any device.
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Add a Table of Contents
A clickable table of contents is crucial for eBooks. Use your word
processor’s built-in tool to generate it based on your heading styles.

Hyperlinks and Cross-References
Add hyperlinks for any URLs and use cross-references for internal
links (e.g., linking to other parts of your book).

Embed Images and Multimedia
Ensure images are correctly sized and formatted. Use high-resolution
images (300 dpi) and insert them inline with the text.

Metadata and Book Information
Fill in the metadata fields (title, author, keywords) correctly. This
information is crucial for searchability and discoverability.

3. Formatting for Print
Formatting a manuscript for print is more detailed than for eBooks due
to the fixed layout. Here are the essential steps:

Set Up the Correct Page Size
Choose the appropriate trim size for your book (e.g., 6 x 9 inches, 

       5.5 x 8.5 inches). This is important for print-on-demand services like
KDP Print or IngramSpark.
Margins and Gutter

Set the margins to one inch on all sides. For print books, you need to
account for the gutter (the inner margin where the book is bound).
Adjust the gutter margin based on your total page count.

Font and Typesetting
Use a professional font like Garamond, Times New Roman, or
Georgia. Ensure the font size is 12 points for readability. Use italics
and bold formatting sparingly and consistently.

Page Numbers and Headers/Footers
Insert page numbers in the footer. Typically, odd-numbered pages
are on the right. Include headers with your book title or chapter
titles.



-8-

Chapter Starts and Section Breaks
Start each chapter on a new page. You can use section breaks to
manage this easily.

 Insert Images and Tables
Ensure all images are high resolution (300 dpi) and placed inline with
the text. For tables, use simple formatting to ensure they are legible.

Cover Formatting
You format your cover separately. Ensure it meets the specifications
provided by your printer (e.g., KDP Print). This usually includes the
front cover, spine, and back cover combined into one file with the
correct dimensions and bleed areas.

4. Using Formatting Tools
Several tools can help streamline the formatting process:

Microsoft Word
Word is a versatile tool for both eBook and print formatting. Use
styles, page breaks, and the table of contents tool to format your
manuscript.

Scrivener
Scrivener is a powerful writing tool that also offers robust formatting
options. It’s particularly useful for organizing large projects and
exporting to multiple formats.

Vellum
Vellum is a popular tool for Mac users, specifically designed for
formatting eBooks and print books. It’s user-friendly and produces
professional-quality results.

Calibre
Calibre is a free, open-source tool for managing eBook libraries and
converting between different eBook formats. It’s useful for checking
your eBook’s formatting and converting files.

Draft2Digital
Draft2Digital offers free formatting tools and converts your
manuscript into various formats, making it easy to distribute across
multiple platforms.

https://www.microsoft.com/en-ie/microsoft-365/word
https://www.literatureandlatte.com/scrivener/overview
https://vellum.pub/
https://calibre-ebook.com/
https://draft2digital.com/


Review on Multiple Devices
If you’re publishing an eBook, preview it on multiple devices and
formats (e.g., Kindle, iPad, smartphone) to ensure it looks good
everywhere.

Print a Proof Copy
For print books, order a proof copy to review the physical book. Check
the quality of the paper, cover, and print.

Gather Feedback
Share your formatted manuscript with a few trusted beta readers or
colleagues to get feedback on readability and design.

Formatting your manuscript can be a meticulous process, but it’s
essential for producing a professional, polished book. By following
these guidelines and using the right tools, you’ll ensure your
manuscript is ready for publication, whether as an eBook, print book,
or both.
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Your book’s cover is the first thing potential readers see, and it plays
a crucial role in attracting their attention. In this chapter, we’ll
explore the elements of effective cover design and how to establish
a consistent author brand.

CHAPTER 5: COVER DESIGN
AND BRANDING



1. The Importance of a Professional Cover
A cover is the one thing you can judge a book by!  Here’s why:

First Impressions Matter: Your cover is usually the first interaction a
reader has with your book. A well-designed cover captures their
attention and piques their interest.

Genre Expectations: A good cover design signals the genre of your
book. Readers have certain expectations for covers based on genre,
and meeting these expectations can attract the right audience.

Credibility: A professional cover adds credibility to your book. It shows
that you’ve invested in your work and helps build trust with potential
readers.

2. Elements of an Effective Cover Design
Creating an effective cover involves several key elements.
Understanding these can help you communicate your vision to a
designer or guide you if you're creating the cover yourself.

Title and Author Name
Visibility: Your title and author name should be easily readable,
even when viewed as a thumbnail. Use a clear, legible font.
Placement: Generally, the title should be placed at the top or
centre of the cover, with the author name at the bottom or above
the title.
Contrast: Ensure there's sufficient contrast between the text and
the background. This can be achieved through colour choices or
text outlining.



Imagery and Graphics
Relevance: Choose images or graphics that reflect the theme,
tone, and genre of your book. For example, a romance novel
might feature a couple, while a thriller could use dark, suspenseful
imagery.
Quality: Use high-resolution images to ensure your cover looks
professional. Low-quality images can make your book appear
amateurish.
Focus: Avoid clutter. A simple, focused image often works best.
Too many elements can distract from the main message.

Colour Scheme
Psychology: Colours evoke emotions and can influence a reader's
perception. For example, blue often conveys calmness or mystery,
while red can indicate passion or danger.
Harmony: Choose a colour scheme that complements your genre
and imagery. Use colour wheels and palette tools to find
harmonious colour combinations.
Consistency: Maintain a consistent colour scheme across your
book series to create a recognisable brand.

Typography
Font Choice: Select fonts that match the genre of your book. A
fantasy novel might use a decorative font, while a thriller could
use a bold, sans-serif typeface.
Hierarchy: Establish a hierarchy in your text to guide the reader’s
eye. The title should be the most prominent, followed by the
author name and any subtitle or tagline.
Spacing: Pay attention to letter spacing and line height to ensure
readability.



3. DIY Cover Design vs. Hiring a Professional

DIY Cover Design
Tools: Use design tools like Canva, Adobe Spark, or GIMP. These
platforms offer templates and easy-to-use interfaces for
beginners.
Learning Resources: Invest time in learning basic design
principles. There are many online tutorials and courses that can
help you understand the fundamentals of cover design.
Templates: Many self-publishing platforms offer free templates.

 These can be a good starting point if you’re new to design.

Hiring a Professional
Portfolio: When hiring a designer, review their portfolio to ensure
their style matches your vision. Look for designers who have
experience in your genre.
Budget: Professional cover design can range from affordable to
expensive. Determine your budget and find a designer who offers
a good balance of quality and cost.
Communication: Clearly communicate your vision and provide
examples of covers you like. The more specific you are, the better
the designer can meet your expectations.

4. Establishing Your Author Brand

Consistency Across Books
Series Branding: If you’re writing a series, ensure all book covers
have a consistent design theme. This can include similar fonts,
colour schemes, and layouts.

Logo and Author Tagline: Consider creating a logo or author
tagline that appears on all your book covers. This helps build
recognition.



Online Presence
Website: Your author website should reflect your brand. Use
similar colours, fonts, and imagery as your book covers.
Social Media: Maintain consistent branding across all social
media platforms. Your profile pictures, cover images, and posts
should align with your overall aesthetic.
Email Signature: Include your author logo or a small version of
your book cover in your email signature. This reinforces your
brand with every email you send.

Marketing Materials
Bookmarks and Flyers: Use your cover design elements in
promotional materials. These can be handed out at events or
included in giveaways.
Book Trailers: If you create a book trailer, ensure it matches the
tone and style of your cover and other branding elements.
Press Kits: Include branded materials in your press kits, such as a
one-sheet that matches your book cover design.

5. Cover Design Resources and Tools

Design Tools
Canva: User-friendly and offers a range of templates specifically
for book covers.
Adobe Spark: Provides templates and design tools suitable for
creating professional-looking covers.
GIMP: A free alternative to Photoshop, offering robust design
features for more experienced users.

https://www.canva.com/
https://express.adobe.com/page/dRGX7a5xjEnh5/
https://www.gimp.org/


Stock Photo Websites + AI
Shutterstock: Offers a vast library of high-quality images, though
it can be expensive.
Unsplash: Free high-resolution photos that can be used
commercially.
Depositphotos: Affordable stock photos with a wide selection
suitable for book covers.
Generated Photos: AI-generated stock photos offering unique
and customisable high-quality images suitable for various creative
projects.

Typography Resources
Google Fonts: Free fonts that can be used in your cover design.
FontSquirrel: Offers a wide range of free fonts that are safe for
commercial use.
DaFont: A popular site for free fonts, especially decorative and
thematic fonts.

Colour Palette Tools
Coolors: A tool for generating colour palettes and finding
harmonious colour schemes.
Adobe Colour: Helps create and explore colour palettes, ideal for
ensuring your cover colours work well together.
Paletton: Another colour scheme generator that can help you find
the perfect combination of colours for your cover.

https://www.shutterstock.com/
https://unsplash.com/
https://depositphotos.com/
https://generated.photos/
https://fonts.google.com/
https://www.fontsquirrel.com/
https://www.dafont.com/
https://coolors.co/
https://color.adobe.com/
https://paletton.com/#uid=1000u0kllllaFw0g0qFqFg0w0aF


6. Final Steps and Testing Your Cover

Feedback and Revisions
Gather Opinions: Before finalising your cover, gather feedback
from trusted friends, beta readers, or writing groups. They can
provide valuable insights and catch any issues you might have
missed.
Make Adjustments: Based on the feedback, adjust to improve
the design.

Testing Your Cover:
Thumbnail Test: View your cover as a thumbnail to ensure it’s still
readable and attractive at a smaller size. This is crucial for online
stores where covers are often displayed as small images.
Print Test: If you’re publishing a print version, order a proof copy
to see how the cover looks in physical form. Check for colour
accuracy, image quality, and text readability.
A/B Testing: If you have multiple cover options, consider using
A/B testing to determine which one resonates more with your
audience. You can do this through social media polls or email
surveys.

Your book cover is an integral part of your marketing strategy. A well-
designed cover can attract readers, convey the essence of your story,
and establish your author brand. By investing time and resources into
creating a compelling cover, you set the stage for your book’s success.



BONUSES
These bonuses will help you all the way along your 50k Writing Sprint

journey. You’ll find them all in both PDF AND ePUB format on 

https://www.writerspen.co/resources-for-50k Writing Sprint-
success-kit/

Writing Prompts to get your 50k Writing Sprint book started

50,000 Words Book Outline Template 

Editing Checklist for 50k Writing Sprint

Motivational Quotes & Affirmations for 50k Writing Sprint Writers 

Time Management Tools for 50k Writing Sprint

Launch Template for your 50k Writing Sprint Book 

https://www.writerspen.co/resources-for-nanowrimo-success-kit/
https://www.writerspen.co/resources-for-nanowrimo-success-kit/


Well, that’s it - the 50k Writing Sprint Success Kit!

My hope is that you’ve found something valuable on every page but
I’m realistic and so I hope you’ve found at least ONE thing that will
make the 30 days of y (and beyond) a success for you, and your book. 

If you need any help, want to brainstorm, or do some co-writing, you
can reach me by any of the links below. 

norah@norahdeay.com
norahdeay@writerspen.co

WhatsApp: +353 89 216 2042

https://www.facebook.com/WritingNorah




